TREACHERY
important sources for the question of war guilt. OF Berchtold's sixty-nine documents nine cannot be checked, twelve could not be falsified because they were known to other Powers, ten have been reproduced correctly. Thirty-eight—that is, more than half of the fifty-seven susceptible of falsification—have in fact been falsified.
Among these falsifications we may particularise the following:
In Number Six the Minister at Belgrade wrote that "the moment is a favourable one (for war\ and both the foreign and internal political situations ofer favourable prospects and opportunities—probably the last that our age will see." In the Red Book this undisguisedly provocative sentence is omitted altogether. The Ultimatum and commentary are ante-dated by two days (comp. Berlin). Monsieur Bienvenu's remarks have been reproduced where favourable to Austria (Number Eleven), but the important addition, "The Minister of Justice hasy of course, no influence on the conduct of foreign policyy" is omitted.
In Number Thirteen the warning issued by the Paris Cabinet before Russia's Ultimatum is omitted. The report of Serbia's mobilisation is combined with the report of the rupture of relations out of several telegrams (Numbers Twenty-three and Twenty-four) in such a way as to make it appear that the mobilisation in Serbia had influenced the rupture of relations by Austria, while the reverse was actually the case.
In Number Twenty-eight, a telegram from Petersburg dated July 26, the all-important ending has been left out. This had contained the following testimony from the German Military Attache*: "Had the impression of great nervousness and anxiety. Believe wish for peace to be genuine. . . . Undercurrent of feeling: hope in Germany d/mediation by His Majesty."
M**7 peaceful proposals by Sazonov, e.g. that of Jttjr a7th> that the King of Italy (in other words, an ally '«f i&e timny) should mediate, are omitted in Number
196 hundred and eighty-two as "Appendix and Supplement"; these include the most
